
Give back Lednice to the Liechtensteins and the problems will be over.  

It's an international embarrassment. The Lednice castle will lose its originally allocated EU funds 
amounting to CZK 150 million.  

It's an international embarrassment. The Lednice castle will lose its originally allocated EU funds 
amounting to CZK 150 million. And all this thanks to the vigorous obstruction of one of the participants 
of the tender for the reconstruction of the cellar premises, the Moorish waterworks and the French 
garden. Since the dispute dragged on for a long time, the subsidy conditions were not met and the 
renovation will not be carried out.  
In this case though we are not talking only about an expired subsidy. Lednice Castle is part of the 
Lednice-Valtice complex, which belonged to the Liechtensteins from whom it was stolen by the 
Czechoslovak state in 1945 on the basis of the so-called Beneš decrees, supposedly because they were 
German, which is not true. The members of the family considered themselves Liechtensteiners, not 
Germans. There is also no question of collaboration with the Nazis in their case. They even employed 
Czech workers whose relatives were imprisoned in concentration camps. 
And so now there will be no money to repair the Lednice castle, how symbolic. Perhaps this is a 
punishment from a higher spiritual sphere for stealing someone else's property. It's as if something up 
there is saying: "Bohemia, that's what you get for owning something that doesn't belong to you, and 
you should give it back." So the best solution would be for the Czech Republic to come to an agreement 
with the Liechtensteins to return their property, including the castle in Lednice, because they can look 
after their property properly. A few years ago, this princely family even had the family tomb in Vranov 
u Brna, where 14 of the ruling princes of the family are buried, repaired at a cost of CZK 54 million, 
even though it does not officially belong to them. 
Thanks to the Liechtensteins, we have the unique Lednice-Valtice complex in Moravia, a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, with the castles of Valtice and Lednice, ponds, many other landscape features, 
including the artificial ruins of Janův hrad, the minaret, the Temple of Diana and many others. The 
Liechtensteins founded hospitals, schools, social institutions and were important patrons of science 
and art. Even the reconstruction of Hluboká Castle in the romantic Gothic style was mainly the work 
of the wife of Prince Jan Adolf II. Schwarzenberg, Princess Eleonora, née Liechtenstein. 
Since the times of the First Republic, the supporters of the confiscation of Liechtenstein property have 
pointed out one more historical event. Namely, the activities of Prince Karl I of Liechtenstein during 
the Rebellion of the Estates in 1618-1620 and after its suppression. Yes, he became governor of the 
legitimate Bohemian King Ferdinand II in Bohemia and presided over the tribunal that punished the 
rebels. But the final word was with the ruler, Ferdinand II, in the case of sentences against the rebels. 
It is, of course, nonsense in principle to punish a family for what its ancient ancestor did centuries ago. 
" But let's see, Novaks, your great-great-grandfather murdered and robbed in the 17th century, so we'll 
take your BMW." It can't work like that. Not to mention that the Lednice and Valtice estates belonged 
to the Lichtenstein family long before the Battle of White Mountain. 
There were really no serious legal reasons to seize the Liechtenstein property. Except one, to seize it 
without compensation. So let's return the looted Liechtenstein estates to their rightful owners. We'll 
save ourselves not only the hassle of repairing Lednice Castle. 
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